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Montess ori

Welcome to Woodland
About us
The Woodland Group currently runs international pre-schools in Hong
Kong, and more than 100,000 children have successfully passed
through our schools since we opened our doors in 1978.
Each pre-school provides a UK-based curriculum for
children aged up to 6 years, and we’re dedicated to
giving children everything they need, educationally,
culturally and socially, to successfully transfer to
primary school. We are the only pre-schools in the
Greater China region to be fully accredited by the
Montessori Evaluation and Accreditation Board.

Our Locations

Philosophy
We welcome children of all nationalities and backgrounds.
Our aim is to provide a secure, loving and relaxed environment in
which every child will feel happy and valued. We want all children
to feel that their school is a second home to them, a place full of
new and exciting things to learn and friends to meet, and we work
to make sure your child’s education is enjoyable, stimulating and
rewarding.

Programme
Our pre-school delivers a quality international education which
follows the Montessori curriculum as well as the objectives of the
UK National Curriculum Early Years Foundation Stage for
children aged 2 years 6 months to 5 years, which leads into
Key Stage One of the UK National Curriculum for children aged 5
to 7 years.
According to the Montessori philosophy, children are motivated
from within by a natural curiosity and love of knowledge, so the
goal of early education should be to cultivate the child's own
desire to learn by providing the right learning materials and
exercises.
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Everything in the Montessori environment is designed for the
child – they are free to choose materials with which they feel
confident and comfortable, encouraging their sense of independence.
The curriculum covers a number of key learning areas:
social development, language and literacy, mathematical
development, knowledge and understanding, physical
development and creative development.
All our teachers are qualified and care deeply about the development
and welfare of the children. We employ native-speaking linguists
to teach Mandarin, and run classes which are English only,
bi-lingual (English and Mandarin), and pure Mandarin.
The school also has computers so that the children can develop
a fundamental appreciation of information and communications
technology.

Key Elements of the Montessori
Philosophy
The prepared environment:
The Montessori classroom provides a range of materials that
are organised and made available for free independent use,
stimulating the child’s interest in self-directed learning.
Freedom for self-directed learning:
The Montessori Method respects individual liberty of children to
choose their own activities. This freedom allows children to follow
their inner guidance for self-directed learning.
Love of order:
Order consists in recognising the place for each object in relation
to its environment and in remembering where each thing should
be. Such awareness is essential for a child to feel secure within
their environment.
Observation and indirect teaching:
The teacher’s role is to observe the child and to engage them in
activities of their choice. The teacher controls the environment,
not the child.
Absorbent Mind:
Up to the age of 6, the young child will naturally incorporate
experiences in the environment directly into its whole basic
character and personality for life. After the age of 6 this
absorbent mental faculty disappears.
Work, not play:
The children develop through spontaneous experiences on the
environment, which Dr. Montessori referred to as work. The
children’s normal activity is attached to reality in the present
moment, rather than idle play through such means as toys
and fantasy.
Multi-age grouping:
Children learn from each other in a spontaneous manner that
supports their independent self-directed activity.
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Five Montessori Curriculum Areas:
Practical Life materials and exercises respond to the young
child's natural interests to develop physical coordination, fine
motor skills, care of self and care of the environment. This
area encourages independence.
The Sensorial materials provide a range of activities and
exercises for children to experience the natural order of the
physical environment, including such attributes as size, colour,
shape and dimension. This area prepares the child indirectly
for mathematics.
The Montessori Mathematics materials are provided to show
such basic concepts as numeration, place value, addition,
subtraction, division and multiplication.
The Montessori Language materials provide experiences to
develop use of a writing instrument and the basic skills of reading
a written language.
The Cultural subjects include History, Geography, Science,
Zoology and Botany.

Admission Procedure

1

Register your child by submitting a completed registration form.
The Head of School will let you know if a place is immediately
available. Otherwise, your child will be placed on our waiting list,
and we’ll give you an estimated waiting time.

2
3

After making an appointment, you can visit the school
with or without your child, for a tour and a discussion
with the Head of School.

Once we have confirmed a start date, you submit
a completed Enrolment Contract and pay the
school fees.

4

You then finalise any administrative details
such as school bus arrangements.

5

Your child starts school, provided
we have received full payment.

We understand there are sometimes
circumstances where you won’t be able
to follow all of the five steps, and we try to
be as flexible as we can to meet your and
your child’s needs.

Getting involved
We encourage you to be closely involved in your child’s education,
to have close and open communication with the school so that you
know everything about your child’s progress and development. There
are plenty of opportunities to play an active role in school activities, and
you can make an appointment to meet with the Head of School or your
child’s teacher at any time. You can discuss your child’s progress or
development, or ways to contribute to their education at home.
Each child has a School Diary, which is sent to and from
the school in their backpack every day. You can use it to
correspond with us about anything from your child’s behaviour
to upcoming events.
We hold formal Parent/Teacher meetings twice a year, and run
informal events such as ‘Meet the Teacher’ evenings and class
celebrations throughout the year.
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Useful Information
Bus Service
We offer bus services to selected areas of Hong Kong island.
All buses are air-conditioned, fully insured and have an adult bus
escort. Please contact the Head of School for more information.
Holidays
The school operates twelve months a year. It is closed for all
government-listed public holidays and school holidays. Please
ask at the office for detailed holiday dates.
Refreshments
During each session we offer the children refreshments – healthy
snacks and water. Please make sure you let the school know if
your child has any allergies or food intolerances.
Celebrations
We hold birthday celebrations for each child during school hours,
and you are very welcome to send in a birthday treat or come
and celebrate with us. We also like to celebrate traditional or
religious festivals which you may have in your home country, and
we would be very happy to arrange for you to talk to the children
about them and share samples of food and festivities.
Primary Schools
There are many primary schools in Hong Kong, and we can help
you apply by providing an up-to-date progress report on your
child. We are happy to give you further information and advice
about primary schools and their admission procedures so that
you can make the right choice for your child.
Extra-Curricular Activities
We offer a variety of extra-curricular activities at all Woodland
pre-schools. To find out which activities are available at each
pre-school, please contact the Head of School.
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Extra - Curricular Activities
• Playgroup (Saturdays)
• Wrigglers and Rollers (Saturdays)
• English Club (also on Saturdays)
• Mandarin Made Easy (also on Saturdays)
• Soccer Club (also on Saturdays)
• Art & Sculpt (also in Mandarin)
• Messy Play (also in Mandarin)
• Book Buddies
• Computer Club
• Discover Science
• Drama Club
• Gymnastics
• Interview Skills
• Construction Club
• Let’s Dance!
• Little Chefs
• Maths Club
• Musical Movers
• Phonics Fun
• Sensory Storytelling

Come
and
join us
!

• Social Skills
• French Club
• Tennis Club
• Martial Arts
• Yoga Club
• Mandarin for Grown Ups

Woodland Pre - School Class Structure

Rollers

Playgroup

Wrigglers

6 months – 12 months

18 months – 2 years 4 months

12 months – 18 months

Pre-School
2 years 6 months – 6 years

Stepping Stones
2 years 4 months –
2 years 8 months

Ages are for guidance only. When your child reaches the minimum age for each class, we move them up only if they are ready. We can be
flexible if your child needs more time in a particular class.

Classes
All classes follow the UK National Curriculum Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), using the Montessori method.

Rollers

Playgroup

Rollers classes are for children aged 6 to 12 months, accompanied
by an adult who is encouraged to take part in our activities
where appropriate. We offer a stimulating environment where
your child will have the opportunity to enhance their natural skills
of balancing, rolling, rocking, pulling and pushing. Our
programme incorporates sensory development, songs, rhymes
and play. Over time your child will learn to be in contact with other
babies and explore their surroundings. At the same time, you or
his/her carer will learn new and constructive ways to
interact with your child at home. We cover all
areas of child development in this play-based
programme.

Playgroup classes are for children aged 18 months to approximately
2 years 4 months, accompanied by an adult so that we can
maximise the child’s confidence and participation levels. The
Playgroup is a stimulating introduction to pre-school life and is an
invaluable experience for both the child and the adult.

Wrigglers
Wrigglers classes are for children aged
12 to 18 months – crawlers to beginner
walkers. We encourage you to attend
with your child and take part in our
activities where appropriate. Your
child will have the opportunity to
interact with a group and to explore
his/her senses through various creative
activities. This programme incorporates
physical development, singing, group reading,
art and play. Over time your child will learn to
integrate and socialise with other children of the same
age. We cover all areas of child development in this
play-based programme.
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Our Playgroup curriculum is theme-based and follows the
Montessori principles of sensory (‘hands-on’) activities such as
painting, modelling and water/sand play, maximising
your child’s independence and self-management
skills, developing appropriate social interaction
skills and language, participation in the full
range of programme components and
routines.

Stepping Stones
Stepping Stones classes are for children aged 2 years 4
months to approximately 2 years 8 months who are ready
for a structured and independent environment. Our aim is for
the children to confidently attend school alone, follow
classroom routines, learn to positively interact with classmates
and to develop their concentration skills.
The Stepping Stones curriculum is theme-based, with an emphasis
on developing personal, social and emotional skills, communication
and language skills, physical, fine motor and gross motor
skills, and a general awareness of and respect for their
surroundings in a play-based environment. Mandarin is
introduced to Stepping Stones children at least twice a week.

Pre-School
Pre-School classes are for children aged from 2 years 6 months
to 6 years. Your child will develop independence, confidence, respect
and care of self, others and the environment. We encourage
self-directed learning and freedom of choice, so each child is able to
refine their own personality and identity. Mandarin is introduced to
Pre-School children three times a week in the English classes, for 50% of
the bilingual classes and is solely spoken in the pure Mandarin classes.

Assessments and Reports
At every Woodland Pre-School, your child will receive an annual written academic report. Formal assessments and reports not only inform
you of your child’s progress and development, they also help teachers to tailor subject content and presentation to suit the needs and
interests of individual children.
We hold formal Parent/Teacher meetings twice a year and informal events such as ‘Meet the Teacher’ evenings and class celebrations
throughout the year.

For full details about our pre-schools, classes, curriculum and the Montessori method, plus testimonials
from parents, visit our website: www.woodlandschools.com

Like us on Facebook and Follow us on Twitter !
woodlandgroupofpreschools
WoodlandPreHk
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Visit us at

www.woodlandschools.com
woodlandgroupofpreschools
WoodlandPreHk

